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C_ustodlan 

Date of greet ion 

1S0S 

Present Condition 

Very poor.   Church  only used  once   a 
year;   apparently,   no   attempt   is   be ing 
made   to  preserve   it.      Greatly   altered 

• 

Number of Stories 

One story. 

Materials of Construction 

Stone foundations, and walls. Wood 
shingled roof; Plaster applied di- 
rectly to stone work, on interior 
walls. Floors are of wide pine 
boards. 
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MSTHODIST 3PISCOPAL CHURCH 
Briar Creek, Columbia County, Pennsylvania 

This stone structure was erected in 1808 A.D. and was the 
first Methodist Church in the North Branch Susquehanna Valley. 
It is located in Briar Creek Township, Columbia County, Pennsyl- 
vania, northwest of Berwick, about three miles.  It stands in 
the midst of a small burial ground about one hundred feet off 
the concrete highway. Here is a Century of Progress. 

The early settlers in this section who came here to make 
a home for themselves, decided that they needed a churoh in 
whioh to worship and a place to provide Christian education 
for their children.  Volunteers, from among the farmers, 
gathered stones ana timber from nearby land, and proceeded to 
work.  The stones were the cheapest and most durable of build- 
ing materials.  Two aoors were provided and windows were placed 
on all four sides.  They were not all level; neither height 
nor spacing wus aocurats, but it was built with spiritual zeal- 
ousness, and the satisfaction of work accomplished.  In its 
day, this stone ediface was the most commodious and pretentious 
church of the denomination, outside of New York City.  Today, 
the low, rough structure is a striking contrast even to the 
modern church ediface at Briar Creek. 

Rev. Thomas Bowman, Sr., the grandfaxher of Bishop Thomas 
Bowman, was the leading spirit and chief promoter in the erec- 
tion of the stone churoh. Services in the church continued 
until 1840, when they were discontinued because the church was 
in great need of repair.  A new roof was put on, but soon after- 
ward, it began to fall into rapid decan and ruin. People in 
the neighborhood stole many of the pews, floor boards, and furni- 
ture. All disappeared but one bench and one pew. 

This is a one-story sturoture of rough field stone, plas- 
tered and white-washed on the interior, the plaster being ap- 
plied directly to the stone work. The building formerly had 
a curved oeiling, but this has been destroyed, and at present, 
only two"of the curved rafters are in place.  There is a cross- 
tie beam approximately midway in the Church, which was former* 
ly a partition, dividing the building into two portions, the 
smaller one was used as a school and the larger, the Church. 
It was adopted to school purposes by  making the windows lower. 
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Briar,Creek,   Pennsylvania. 
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Many of the early settlers have 'their last resting plaaee 
in the grave yard adjacent to the church.  The oldest tombstone 
I could find v^as one of November 13 » 1S0S, that of Thomas 
Bowman, age 6 years.  In recent years, (about 1927) the grave- 
yard has been restored.  Head stones planted in clay soil re- 
quired constant straightening.  They were all replaced in gravel 
below frost depth and supported on the surface by a concrete 
base. 

Scores of people visit this historic church each year. The 
greatness of this early church is not in its architectural plan 
or des ign, but in the spiritual atmosphere it developed; the 
effect that the early church had on civic and moral life in the 
community and its wonderful historical connections. 
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